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Discussion Starter The five solas we have been studying describe a doctrine of grace, faith, the glory of God, the saving give of Jesus Christ, and the sufficiency of scripture. Our understanding of God is shaped by this doctrine. How might we get into trouble by focusing too much on doctrine? Is it possible to get lost in doctrine and miss the true message of God’s love for us? How?

Do not be deceived by personal strength or favorable circumstances (verses 1-13)
· Why is Paul travelling to Rome? What are his circumstances under Roman law?
· Who wrote the books of Acts? How is it possible that there is so much detail about this journey?
· Consider that scripture describes real events experienced by real people. Discuss the state of mind of the different people participating in this trip – prisoners, crew, and passengers.
· The ship was set to travel during a dangerous season on the Mediterranean. Why did the ship’s captain decide to risk sailing at this particular time? What was their destination? Where did the eventually run aground?

Without the light we cannot be saved(Verses 14-20)
· A storm was threatening the ship – the crew, passengers, and prisoners have thrown everything overboard to lighten the ship. Read verse 20 – think back to a circumstance where you felt all hope was lost. How did you react? How did you calm yourself?
· The crew and passengers of the ship did not heed Paul’s warning not to continue the journey. What does Paul say to them when they had finally given up? How is this an example of good spiritual leadership? 
· How might you apply Paul’s example of leadership to your unbelieving friends? How might you use God’s promises to encourage a friend to understand God’s care for them? 

There is only one way to be saved – Jesus Christ (Verses 21-44)
· Some of the sailors wanted to escape in the skiff. How is this irrational? Is it possible to look for solutions that bring short term relief, but ultimate defeat?  How is the approach of the  sailors selfish?
· Paul instructs the sailors to eat. How are Paul’s actions a picture of Jesus Christ and communion?
· God has been in control during the entire journey. Give some examples of how this is true. Have you experienced this in your life? Give examples.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We grow through our trials. Does anything worthwhile come without some trial? (Read Psalm 119:71)
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