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Discussion Starter — Moses, Joshua, and David were previously identified as servants of the Lord. What roles did
these prior servants fill in advancing God’s plan of redemption? How did these 3 foreshadow the ultimate chosen
servant who is being revealed here by Isaiah?

Read Isaiah 1:1-9
1. What was God’s plan and expectation for the people of Israel, the descendants of Abraham? (Genesis 12:1-3)

2. How do these opening verses set the tone for the first 39 chapters of this book? Did God consider the nation to
be successful in His eyes? Was additional discipline an option, (verse 5)?

a. What role has God called the church to fulfill, (Matthew 5:13-14)?

b. What success has the church had in fulfilling her calling over the past 2,000 years? How could we have
been better representatives of His Kingdom?

3. What national catastrophes occurred during the time of Isaiah’s prophecy that confirmed Israel’s failure to
fulfill her calling to be a faithful light of hope to the world?

Read Isaiah 42:1-4
4. Who is the Servant that is introduced in verse 1? Is it Israel, (41:8) or did they fail, (41:27-29)? Who is this
Servant sent to recover Jacob, (49:5)?

5. How is the role of the Servant described in these verses? Is He loud or harsh?

c. What is unique and surprising about the introduction of a Servant as the one who will be filled with
God’s Spirit and will bring justice to the whole earth? Has this been modeled in those previously
identified as servants of God?

d. How are we to understand the role of the Servant as being central to God’s redemptive plan? Are we
called to be servants as well? (Mark 9:35)

6. To whom will His ministry be directed? How does this relate to God’s covenant with the seed of Abraham,
(Gen 12:1-3)?

Read Isaiah 42:5-9
7. What task(s) is the Servant given to accomplish? Who are the prisoners, what is the darkness that is described?
(John 8:34-36)

8. What are the former things mentioned in verse 9? What “new things” have been declared?
Read Isaiah 42:10-13

9. Considering Israel has been overrun by Assyria, and Judah is approaching destruction by Babylon, how can
Isaiah break forth in a “new song”, (verse 10) and declare that God will prevail over His enemies, (verse 13)?

e. Who is invited to sing this new song? Who is unable to rejoice in the work of the Servant? Can you
rejoice in your identity being rooted in God’s Servant?



